Spanish AP:  Summer Journal Instructions 2011-2012 
In order to prepare for the writing that will be required in this course, three journal entries should be written during the summer.   Each journal entry should be a minimum of one paragraph in response to the topics listed below.  Additionally, each journal entry should be typed as a Microsoft Word document, using the helpful instructions and typing shortcuts listed below.  Be sure to use good vocabulary choices and proper Spanish grammar, but do not use online translators.  Make this your own writing!  Use of online translators during the course will result in a zero.  A good online dictionary with a conjugation function that you will use a lot is http://www.wordreference.com/ 

Journal Topics:

1. ¿Qué has hecho este verano?  ¿Viajaste?  ¿Adónde?  ¿Con quién?  ¿Trabajaste?  ¿Dónde?  Escribe un párrafo o más con detalles y descripción de unos sucesos de tu verano.  (Una sugerencia:  es buena oportunidad de usar el pretérito y el imperfecto)

2. Encuentra un artículo en un periódico o revista sobre un país hispanohablante.  Encuentra algo de “current events” del país.  ¿Qué pasó o qué está pasando de importancia? Escribe un resumen del artículo.   Debe ser por lo menos 75 palabras. 

3. Después de leer el cuento “Adolfo Miller”, escribe lo que piensas va a ocurrir al final del cuento.  ¿Qué hará Adolfo?  ¿Qué pasará con Francisquita y él?  ¿Qué hará Victor?  Usa tu imaginación y detalles para adivinar (guess) del final del cuento.  Escribe en forma de una continuación del cuento.  Usa por lo menos (at least) 100 palabras.   

To set your keyboard to type in Spanish:

1. Go to the Control Panel from your Start menu (or Start then Settings)

2. Select Date, Time, Language

3. Select Add Other Languages

4. Choose the Languages tab, then click Details

5. Click on Add and select Spanish (International Sort) from the dropdown menu

6. Click on the Preferences tab and set so that the Language bar shows on the desktop (top box checked)

7. Click Apply and OK

You should then be able to switch from English to Spanish when you begin typing by clicking on the EN/ES on the taskbar.

With the language setting on ES, you should be able to accent vowels by typing apostrophe then the vowel (like á) and the : is an ñ. 

An alternate method while in Word is as follows:

1. Open a new Word document

2. Click on “Tools” on the top toolbar and select “Language”, then “Set Language”

3. In the Language dialog box, scroll down to “Spanish (Spain: Modern Sort)” and select

4. Make sure that the box for not checking spelling grammar is not checked

5. Click OK

6. If you happen to type first, you can highlight the entire text, then follow #2-5 above

You should practice this “typing” skill so that you can use it to your advantage.  If you get your computer set correctly, it will check your grammar and spelling in Spanish just like it does in English.  It is not 100% reliable, but it can be very helpful for finding errors. 

